
Middle School - Unmissable Reads 
 

Unmissable Read To tempt you… Other Books by 
this author: 

If you like this,  
try this next… 

 

 
Goth Girl 

Chris Riddell 
 

 
Ada Goth is the only child of Lord Goth. The two live together in 
the enormous Ghastly-Gorm Hall. Lord Goth believes that 
children should be heard and not seen, so Ada has to wear 
large clumpy boots so that he can always hear her coming. This 
makes it hard for her to make friends and, if she's honest, she's 
rather lonely. Then one day William and Emily Cabbage come 
to stay at the house, and together with a ghostly mouse called 
Ishmael they and Ada begin to unravel a dastardly plot that 
Maltravers, the mysterious indoor gamekeeper, is hatching. 
Ada and her friends must work together to foil Maltravers 
before it's too late! 
 
 

 

 
Ottoline 

 

 
Nancy Parker’s Diary of Detection 

Julia Lee 

 
 

 
Planet Omar – Accidental Trouble 

Magnet 
Zanib Mian 

 

 
Welcome, readers, to the imaginative brain of Omar! You might 
not know me yet, but once you open the pages of this book 
you'll laugh so hard that snot will come out of your nose (plus 
you might meet a dragon and a zombie - what more could you 
want?). My parents decided it would be a good idea to move 
house AND move me to a new school at the same time. As if I 
didn't have a hard enough time staying out of trouble at home, 
now I've also got to try and make new friends. What's worse, 
the class bully seems to think I'm the perfect target. At least 
Eid's around the corner which means a feast (YAY) and presents 
(DOUBLE YAY). Well, as long as I can stay in Mum and Dad's 
good books long enough... The combination of Zanib Mian's 
hilarious text and Nasaya Mafaridik's fantastic cartoon-style 
illustrations make the Planet Omar series perfect for fans of 
Tom Gates and Wimpy Kid. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Planet Omar – 

Unexpected Super Spy 

 
 

 
Little Badman 

 



 

 
The Land of Roar 
Jenny McLachlan 

 

 
Believing is just the beginning . . . 
When Arthur and Rose were little, they were heroes in the Land 
of Roar, an imaginary world that they found by climbing 
through the folding bed in their grandad’s attic. Roar was filled 
with things they loved – dragons, mermaids, ninja wizards and 
adventure – as well as things that scared them (including a very 
creepy scarecrow. . .) 
Now the twins are eleven, Roar is just a memory. But when they 
help Grandad clean out the attic, Arthur is horrified as Grandad 
is pulled into the folding bed and vanishes. Is he playing a joke? 
Or is Roar . . . real? 
 

 

 
Return to Roar 

Jenny McLachlan 

 

 
The Train to Impossible Places 

P.G. Bell 
 

 

 
The Wizards of Once 

Cressida Cowell 
 

 
 This is the story of a young boy Wizard and a young girl 
Warrior who have been taught since birth to hate each other 
like poison; and the thrilling tale of what happens when their 
two worlds collide.Perfect for boys and girls who love fantasy 
adventure...Once there was Magic, and the Magic lived in the 
dark forests. Until the Warriors came...Xar is a Wizard boy who 
has no Magic, and will do anything to get it. Wish is a Warrior 
girl, but she owns a banned Magical Object, and she will do 
anything to conceal it. In this whirlwind adventure, Xar and 
Wish must forget their differences if they're going to make it to 
the dungeons at Warrior Fort. Where something that has been 
sleeping for hundreds of years is stirring... 
 

 

 
How to Train your 

Dragon 

 

 
The Boy who Grew Dragons 

Andy Shepherd 

 

 
The Accidental Billionaire 

Tom McLaughlin 

 
Funny by Name. Funny by Nature. Jasper Spam is mad about 
science, the problem is that all of his experiments tend to end in 
a BANG, until one day quite accidentally Jasper manages to 
invent something that will change the world forever ...One 
crazy experiment involving a shed, a mallet, and a poorly aimed 
laser beam results in Jasper's cat Rover, becoming the world's 
first talking cat. Finally an invention that works - the Cat Chat 
2000! Soon people are handing over all of their cash to get a 
talking cat. With his new found wealth Jasper can finally live 
the life he's always dreamed of - buying a mansion, sports 
team, and producing a Hollywood blockbuster. But is there a 
huge price to pay for bringing talking cats to the world, and 
money won't be able to solve the problem that the Cat Chat 
2000 has caused. 

 

 
The Day I Became the 
Most Wanted Boy in 

the World 

 

 
Kid Normal 

Greg James and Chris Smith 



 

 
Witch Wars 

Sibeal Pounder  
 

 
Welcome to the world of Nocturnia, where darkness reigns 
supreme, glitter is terrifying, and unicorns are the stuff of 
nightmares! Amelia Fang would much rather hang out with her 
pet pumpkin Squashy and her friends Florence the yeti (DON'T 
CALL HER BEAST!) and Grimaldi the reaper than dance at her 
parents' annual Barbaric Ball. And when the King's spoiled son 
Tangine captures Squashy, Amelia and her friends must escape 
the party to plan a daring rescue! In their race against time, 
they begin to realise things in Nocturnia may not be quite what 
they seem . . . Join Amelia on her very first adventure. She won't 
bite!  

 

 
Bad Mermaids 

 

 
Amelia Fang and the Barbaric Ball 

Laura Ellen Anderson 
 

 

 
Knight in Training 

Vivian French 
 

 
Butterbiggins' only ambition is to be a Very Noble Knight, but 
he has a problem - he's been packed off to the castle next door 
to stay with his aunt and uncle while his parents are away. Not 
only does he have to put up with his annoying cousin Prune, 
there are also the weird creatures his aunt looks after in her 
Luxury Accommodation for Dragons, Griffins and other Regal 
Beasts to contend with! But when Godfrey the dragon gets 
stuck down a well, Sam and Prune have to work together to 
come to the rescue. Inside the well they make an incredible 
discovery - a scroll giving instructions on the six quests to be 
completed in order to become the perfect knight!  
 

 

 
The Adventures of 

Alfie Onion 

 

 
Knights and Bikes 

Gabrielle Kent 

 

 
Alex Sparrow and the Furry Fury 

Jennifer Killick 
 

 
Catching the school's runaway guinea pigs is not giving Alex job 
satisfaction, but how can he find a bigger test for his and Jess's 
awkward superpowers? Jess is more worried about the bullied 
new boy, whose Mum runs the animal sanctuary. She 
volunteers at the sanctuary, but soon realises that something is 
very wrong; the animals are terrified. People report strange 
events: things missing, property destroyed, and the local 
squirrels have turned mean. The police have no suspects. It 
looks more and more like a job for Agent Alex... 

 

 
Mo, Lottie and the 

Junkers 

 

 
Anisha Accidental Detective 

Serena Patel 



 

 
Witch for a Week 

Kay Umansky 
 

 
When clever, unflappable Elsie offers to house-sit the 
mysterious home of local witch Magenta Sharp, she has no idea 
what she's getting herself into. Left with a talking raven and a 
scruffy dog for company, and a book of instruction called 
Everything You Need to Know, what could possibly go wrong? 
With an assortment of weird and wonderful neighbours 
banging at the door and a box of volatile magical ingredients 
that must be used immediately, Elsie is forced to get 
experimental with magic!A brand new magical adventure from 
Kaye Umansky the bestselling author of Pongwiffy! 

 

 
Fairy Tales – The 
Villains Version 

 

 
The Worst Witch 

Jill Murphy 

 

 
Sam Wu is Not Afraid of Ghosts 

Kevin Tsang and Katie Tsang 
 

 
 
 
Brilliantly funny new series about the bravest scaredy-cat in the 
world Sam Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is). When a trip 
to the Space Museum goes terrifyingly wrong, Sam begins a 
mission to prove to the school bully, and all of his friends, that 
he is a fearless space adventurer. A truly laugh-out-loud, voice-
led and madcap story of ghost hunting, snakes and mischievous 
pet cats called Butterbutt, perfect for fans of Tom Gates, Wilf 
the Mighty Worrier and Barry Loser, and readers aged six plus.  

 

 
Sam Wu is Not Afraid 

of Spiders 

 

 
Nothing to See Here Hotel 

Steven Butler 
 

 

 
Keeper of the Lost Cities 

Shannon Messenger 

Twelve-year-old Sophie Foster has a secret. She is a Telepath, 
and has the power to hear the thoughts of everyone around her 
- something that she's never spoken about, even to her own 
family. But everything changes the day she meets Fitz, a 
mysterious boy who also reads minds. 

She discovers there's somewhere she does belong, and staying 
where she is will put her in grave danger. In the blink of an eye, 
Sophie is forced to leave behind everything and start a new life 
in a magical world. Sophie has new rules to learn, and not 
everyone is thrilled with her homecoming . There are secrets 
buried deep in Sophie's memory, secrets that other people 
desperately want. Would even kill for . . . 

 

 

 
Legacy 

 

 
Podkin One-ear 
Kieran Larwood 



 

 
Judy Moody Declares Independence 

Megan McDonald 

 
Perfect for fans of Jacqueline Wilson, Lauren Child and Kes 
Gray, the sixth book in the internationally popular and 
bestselling Judy Moody series sees Judy on a quest for 
independence and freedom. When Judy meets Tori, an English 
girl, at the Boston "Tea Party" ship, she learns that Tori enjoys 
far more liberties than she does, including her own phone, 
private loo and lots of pocket money. So Judy decides to declare 
independence from her parents' rules and her pesky little 
"bother". But when staging her own Boston tea party doesn't 
work, she is forced into retreat ... until a real-life crisis gives 
Judy a chance to prove her independence, once and for all. 

 

 
Around the World in 8 

½ days 

 

 
Sleep-overs 

Jacqueline Wilson 
 

 

 
A Pinch of Magic 
Michelle Harrison 

 

 
 
A missing sister, a secret island and ... a sprinkle of sorcery. The 
family curse has been lifted and the Widdershins sisters: Betty, 
Fliss and Charlie are free to leave the misty prison isle of 
Crowstone. But when a mysterious girl arrives at the Poacher's 
Pocket with a pocketful of hagstones and accompanied by a 
will-o'-the-wisp, it seems another adventure has landed on their 
doorstep. And when Charlie goes missing, it's up to Betty and 
Fliss to journey through misty marches, past wisp catchers and 
on to a secret island that doesn't exist on any map... 

 

 
A Sprinkle of Sorcery 

 

 
A Room Full of Chocolate 

Jane Elson 

 

 
The Boy who Fooled the World 

Lisa Thompson 
 

 
When a little white lie leads to a huge dose of trouble... 

Cole is the odd one out at school: the other kids have the latest 
gadgets and trainers while his family struggles to make ends 
meet. Until the day one of his paintings is talent-spotted and 
sells for thousands of pounds at a posh London gallery. 
Suddenly, Cole is the toast of the international art world, the 
star guest on TV shows, rich beyond his wildest dreams, hailed 
as a boy genius! Being famous is FANTASTIC... but Cole has a 
guilty secret that if exposed will bring everything crashing down 
around him... 

 

 

 
Owen and the Soldier 

 

 

 
A Bad Day for Jayden 

Tony Bradman 



 

 
Greta Zargo 
A.F.Harrold 

 

 
 
Nobody knew it at that moment, but only three things stood in 
the way of the complete destruction of the Earth: one elderly 
parrot; one eight-year-old spelling mistake; and an intrepid 
young schoolgirl-turned-reporter in search of a story ... Greta 
Zargo needs a big scoop if she's going to win the Prilchard-
Spritzer Medal, the quite famous award for great reporting. But 
big scoops are in short supply in the quiet little town of Upper 
Lowerbridge, and all Greta's got to investigate is a couple of 
missing cakes. But then, with a whoosh of unknown energy, a 
mysterious silver robot descends from the sky ... 

 

 
Fizzlebert Stump the 
Boy Who Cried Fish 

 

 
Harriet Versus the Galaxy 

Samantha Baines 

 

 
The House of Light 

Julia Green 

 
 
Bonnie is scavenging on a beach when she finds a battered old 
row boat. And under the boat, a bare-footed boy-cold, hungry, 
and in need of help. The authorities have already been 
troubling Bonnie and Granda for breaking rules, but how can 
she leave this boy when he has no-one? Bonnie does her best to 
keep the boy hidden from the border guards, but as their 
suspicions grow, she wonders if it's time to escape the life she's 
always known. Under cover of darkness they set sail to the 
'house of light' in search of a new beginning, and a sense of 
hope. 

 

 
The Edge of the World 

 

 
Lampie 

Annet Schaap 
 

 

 
My Brother is a Superhero 

David Solomons 
 

 
 
Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year old who shares a treehouse 
with his geeky older brother, Zack. Luke's only mistake is to go 
for a wee right at the wrong time. While he's gone, an alien 
gives his undeserving, never-read-a-comic-in-his-life brother 
superpowers and then tells him to save the universe. Luke is 
massively annoyed about this, but when Zack is kidnapped by 
his arch-nemesis, Luke and his friends have only five days to 
find him and save the world... 

 

 
The Maze of Doom 

 

 
The Misadventures of Ma Crumbly – 

Middle School Mayhem 2 
Rachel Renee Russell 

 



 

 
Fortunately the Milk 

Neil Gaiman 

 

From multi-award-winning Neil Gaiman comes a spectacularly 
silly, mind-bendingly clever, brilliantly bonkers adventure - with 
lip-smackingly gorgeous illustrations by Chris Riddell Mum's 
away. 

Dad's in charge. There's no milk. So Dad saves the day by going 
to buy some. Really, that's all that happens. Very boring. 
YAAAAAAAAAWN. There are absolutely none of the following 
inside: GLOBBY GREEN ALIENS! INTERGALACTIC POLICE! 
PIRATES! And most definitely NOT a time-travelling hot-air 
balloon piloted by the brilliant Professor Steg ... 

 

 

 
Odd and the Frost 

Giants 

 

   
The Bolds Go Wild 

Julian Clary 
 

 

 
A Tiger Tale  
Holly Webb 

 

 
 
A moving story about coping with loss from bestselling author 
Holly Webb. Kate's grandfather has died and she's missing him 
desperately. Her Mum wants Kate to talk about it, but it only 
makes Kate angry. Granddad has gone and he's never coming 
back. At least she has her toy tiger, Amos, to keep her 
company. It was a present from Granddad, and somehow 
holding him close makes Granddad seem less far away. But she 
doesn't expect Amos to turn into a real tiger - a big, comforting, 
friendly tiger who smells of Granddad, and sounds like him too. 

 

 
The Storm Dog 

 

 
Tales from Weird Street 

Anne Fine 

    
 


